The changing incidence of peptic ulceration and the geographical differences reported clearly indicate the need for further observations in this field to elucidate the factors concerned. Ivy et al. (1950) undertook an extensive review of this subject and specified certain essentials for the selection of suitable material in postmortem investigations. These may be briefly summarized thus :? 1.
The autopsy material should consist of at least 1,000 cases.
2.
The autopsy material should be representative of the population at large.
3.
Erosions and specific lesions such as tuberculous and malignant ulcers should not be included in the category of peptic ulcers but detailed separately.
4.
Shortcomings of the investigation should be pointed out if present.
5.
The data should be presented clearly.
(i.
The age and sex composition of the material should be stated.
7.
The incidence and ratios should be calculated with reference to the adult population over age 10. The significance of distinguishing between ulcers and erosions has not always been realised in the past but it is justified by the fact that the occurrence of erosions is not confined to peptic ulcer patients.
Comprehensive postmortem reports from the Stobhill and Southern General Group of hospitals provided suitable material for such an investigation and fulfilled the criteria mentioned above. Accordingly, 1,509 consecutive postmortem reports comprising 1,000 adults over age 10 and 509 children under age 10 were analysed with the following results.
PEPTIC ULCERATION* IN ADULTS.
Of the 1,000 adult postmortems studied 583 were male and 417 were female.
In view of the disparity in these numbers and the varying incidence of ulcers between the two sexes the more important percentages and ratios have also been given after suitable correction.
The series was drawn mainly from social classes 4 and 5, viz., skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled workers (Doll & Jones, 1951) Site. An analysis of the site of these ulcers and scars is given in (Ivy et al., 1950) . This investigation confirms that all these factors play a part with the exception of the second for which no support could be found.
In women gastric ulcers were slightly more frequent than duodenal while the latter were more common than gastric ulcers in men. 
